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Emperor Li Longji—The Rise and Waning of a
Golden Age

BETFH%  (Victor Cunrui Xiong) /&

Emperor Li Longji (r. 712-756), also known as Tang Xuanzong and the Brilliant Emperor
(Minghuang), ruled over China at the height of her political, military, and cultural
dominance. While his Tang dynasty reached the zenith of its power under his reign, his
fascination with women and religion, coupled with his neglect of government, sowed the
seeds of decline. The empire ultimately collapsed in a nationwide rebellion. Emerging from
the crisis greatly weakened and deprived of power, Longji lived day by day, hoping for a

reunion with his beloved woman, who had been murdered and was now in heaven.

B8 (Victor Cunrui Xiong)

He holds a Ph.D. in Asian History from the Australian National University. He taught
history at the University of Iowa and is now a professor of history at Western Michigan
University. He is the author of Heavenly Khan, From Peasant to Emperor, and Sui-Tang
Chang'an, and appears in Man Made Marvels: China's Forgot Ten City, a documentary by
NHNZ and Discovery Channel, which is in part based on his book on Chang'an.
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The Legacy of Carlo Urbani—
The Protocol That Saved Millions of Lives

Vincenzo Varagona /& Tian Ruei Juang (i XI6) /52

ISBN 9789866286810 2023 £ 4 B NTD 350

Carlo Urbani, an Italian doctor and microbiologist, made history as the first
person to identify and classify Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
or atypical pneumonia during its outbreak between 2002 and 2003. Tragically,
he succumbed to the same disease while working in Bangkok. This book aims
to recount the story of the "SARS doctor” to younger generations. Urbani's
legacy lives on through the continued efforts of his friends, colleagues, and

acquaintances who have carried on his work and the protocol he established.
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Heavenly Empress: The Age of Wu Zetian
AE7EHE (Victor Cunrui Xiong) /&

ISBN 9789866286803 2023 £ 4 8 NTD 650

In the long span of human history to the twentieth century, almost all great leaders of
empires and states were men, with few exceptions. One of them was Heavenly Empress
Wu Zetian. She is the only female ruler in history to have replaced a powerful dynasty with
her own in a major country and crowned herself emperor of China. This book is about
how this daughter of a concubine, who began life in the palace as a lowly concubine of
Emperor Taizong (see Heavenly Khan) at a very young age, overcame all obstacles in a man-

dominated world and rose to the summit of power in medieval China.
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